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RAPTURED  IS MADE POSSIBLE BY...

Theatre Three is supported by its Board of Directors, by subscribers, by funds from 
the City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs, The Texas Commission on the Arts, 
TACA, Dallas Tourism Public Improvement District, Hoblitzelle Foundation, and 
The Shubert Foundation. This project is supported in part by an award from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. A major contribution from the estate of Marlene 
Webb, a longtime subscriber, has established the Theatre Three Endowment Fund 
in support of the building and its equipment.

9

SINGLE TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

THE ARMOR PLAYS: 
CINCHED & STRAPPED 

 
By Selina Fillinger • Directed by Leslie 

Swackhamer

Two one acts by another young female playwrit-
ing talent round out the 2018-19 season. Paired 
together, the plays explore gender and rebellion 
by examining the past and exploring the future. 
The first, Cinched, is set during a 19th century 
high-class, noble dinner part. Fast forward several 
centuries to Strapped – the second piece which 
introduces hardened warriors in a dystopian 
future. Together, Fillinger’s The Armor Plays 
examine the ever-evolving roles of men and 
women and question which will lead the way in 
the future.
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T3 PEOPLE ON OTHER STAGES

THEATRE THREE IS A PROUD 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF

This playbill is a publication of Theatre Three, Inc. in sup-
port of Raptured (the sixth show  in the 2018-19 season) 
on the Norma Young Arena Stage.
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Artistic Staff Biographies

Matt Lyle 
(CO-PLAYWRIGHT) 
Originally from Atlanta, 
Texas Matt Lyle is a writer, 
actor, director, husband and 
dad (not at all in that order). 
His plays, The Boxer, Hello 
Human Female, Barbecue 
Apocalypse and Big Scary 
Animals all garnered DFW 
Critics Forum Awards. Matt 
was honored as the 2018 
Distinguished Alum of the 
Stephen F. Austin State 
University School of Theatre, 

a damning indictment of 
the entire art form. Wink. 
His work is published by 
Broadway Play Publishing.

Matt Coleman 
(CO-PLAYWRIGHT) is 
a writer of mystery and 
comedy. His debut novel, 
Juggling Kittens, was recently 
optioned for a feature film. 
His second book, Graffiti 
Creek, was not. Matt’s 
crime fiction can be found 
between the pages of Ellery 
Queen Mystery Magazine, 
online at Shotgun Honey, or 

at www.mattcolemanbooks.
com. His detective comedy, 
A Rocky Divorce, hits shelves 
during the fall of 2019 from 
Austin-based Pandamoon 
Publishing.

Jeffrey Schmidt 
(DIRECTOR) is an actor, 
director, and designer. 
Favorite directing 
assignments for Theatre 
Three include She Kills 
Monsters, Hands on a 
Hardbody, On the Eve, 
The Farnsworth Invention, 
Bengal Tiger at the Baghdad 

Raptured is set in the 3rd Baptist Church of 
Uncertain, Texas. Uncertain is a real, genuine 
Texas town on the shores of Caddo Lake 
near the border of Louisiana. Many people 
insist that, regionally, Texas is part of the 
western United States. East Texas, however, 
is undeniably the SOUTH. People there are 
characters, painted with large strokes and 
not always within the lines. My theory is that 
the longer it takes a person to say a vowel, 
the more vibrant their personality is. All 
Texans use the word “y’all.” However, East 
Texans pronounce it “y’aaawll.” 

Both playwrights and I grew up behind the 
pine curtain. Matt Lyle grew up outside of 
Paris, Texas. My formative years were spent 
in Whitehouse, Texas. Matt Coleman hails 
from Texarkana. And technically, that’s 
Arkansas, but come on. The name starts 
with Tex! Now, if you didn’t know this about 
us, you might think we are poking fun at the 
people in this play. Well, we are. But, it’s 
without malice. We know these people, not 
biblically, but we grew up with them. And as 
the idiom goes, “To know someone is to love 
them.”

Matt and Matt have known each other (not 
biblically) since college. Coleman worked 
in the college bookstore and the other Matt 
would hang out there. So I can only guess that 
they were both super popular and hid out in 
the bookstore to avoid all the sexy ladies that 
were chasing them. They also talked about 
writing a lot. Ever since, they’ve come to rely 
on each other’s feedback and encouragement 
when working on a writing project. In 
Coleman’s case, the genre is mystery novels, 
and in Lyle’s case, it’s knock-down, drag-out 
funny plays like the one you are about to see.

Raptured is the first play on which the Matts 
have collaborated. They chose to set the 
play in East Texas. When asking them about 
their experiences growing up and living 
there, good and bad. Coleman said this: “I 
had a cousin who traveled and visited a lot of 
places, and said he thought he had a strong 
understanding of what it’s like to live in a big 
city. But, someone coming from the opposite 
end will never understand what it’s like to 
live in a small town. Also, property values are 
great,” said Coleman. Astute observations 
from Coleman and his cousin.

Jeffrey Schmidt

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

BIOGRAPHIES



Zoo, and Tally’s Folly. He 
has worked with many other 
professional theaters in the 
metroplex including Casa 
Mañana, Shakespeare Dallas, 
Trinity Shakespeare, Kitchen 
Dog Theater, Undermain 
Theatre, Dallas Children’s 
Theater, Second Thought 
Theatre, Stage West, and 
WaterTower Theater, to 
name a few. He has 
appeared in numerous TV 
shows and films, including 
Parkland, American Crime, 
Queen of the South, Crash, 
Friday Night Lights, and 
Distant Vision with Francis 
Ford Coppola. In addition 
to being Theatre Three’s 
Artistic Director, he is the 
Executive Artistic Director of 
The Drama Club.

David Walsh (SCENIC 
DESIGN) has been involved 
in the theater world for 
most of his life, starting in 
community theater at the 
age of 12 and continuing 
through today. David has 
been involved in more than 
400 productions in every 
capacity from chorus boy 
to scenic designer. Since 
designing Cedar Springs or 
Big Scary Animals in Theatre 
Too last season, David is 
thrilled and honored to be 
designing another set for 
a “Matthew Lyle Original.” 
Some favorite set designs 
include Bloody, Bloody 
Andrew Jackson (Theatre 
Three), Passing Strange 
(Theatre Three), Hairspray, 
Joseph..., Fantastiks, As Bees 
In Honey Drown (Amarillo 

Little Theatre), POMPEII!! 
(Kitchen Dog Theater) to 
name a few. Beak legs!

Sarah Harris 
(COSTUME DESIGN) A 
Milwaukee native, Sarah 
is a Scenic, Costume, 
and Projection Designer 
pursuing her MFA from 
SMU. She is thrilled to be 
making her Theatre Three 
debut. Other designs 
include The Wolves 
(Dallas Theater Center); 
Spring Awakening, The 
Cherry Orchard, In the 
Blood, Eurydice, A Bright 
New Boise, and Alcina 
(SMU); Annie and Sense 
and Sensibility (Cape Fear 
Regional Theatre). Sarah 
is currently designing 
Smart People (SMU) and 
Penny Candy (DTC). www.
sharrisdesigns.com

Aaron Johansen
(LIGHTING DESIGN)
 is pleased to be back with 
Theatre Three, having most 
recently designed Solstice: 
A New Holiday Adventure 
and Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde. 
Previous collaborations 
have included: Dallas 
Theater Center; Kitchen 
Dog Theater (Company 
Member); Dallas Children’s 
Theater; Second Thought 
Theater (Artistic Associate 
/ Resident Lighting 
Designer); Stage West; 
Uptown Players; Cry Havoc 
Theater Company; Cara 
Mía Theatre Co and Sweet 
Tooth Hotel Art installation. 

Follow me and my 
work on Instagram                                
@Famoustrendywizard

Marco Salinas 
(SOUND DESIGN) has 
designed sound around 
DFW for over 20 years.  
He worked extensively 
with Dallas Children’s 
Theater, and has also 
designed and directed 
for Shakespeare Dallas, 
where he currently serves 
as their Director of 
Educational Tours. Marco 
has received two Theater 
Critics Forum Awards and 
is a multiple recipient of 
many Outstanding Sound 
Design awards.   

Katie Marchant 
(STAGE MANAGER) As a 
stage manager, Katie has 
worked locally for Theatre 
Three, Shakespeare 
Dallas, The Fort Worth 
Community Arts Center, 
Jubilee Theatre, Lyric 
Stage, Kids Who Care, 
and Casa Mañana. She 
spent eight months on 
two Theatre for Young 
Audiences national 
tours, stage managed 
three summer stock 
productions at the 
Sharon Playhouse in 
Sharon, CT, and stage 
managed theme park 
entertainment shows 
at Busch Gardens 
in Williamsburg, VA. 
Currently Katie is the 
Coordinator of Special 
Programs and Events for 
the UTA Department of 
Music.

CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES



Cast Biographies 

Jeff Swearingen (AL) is 
thrilled to be back at Theatre 
Three. His last appearance 
was as Castano in Trysts in 
Toledo. Other recent local 
roles include Mercutio 
in Romeo and Juliet at 
Shakespeare Dallas and 
The Magician in Pompeii at 
Kitchen Dog Theater. He is 
represented by The Mary 
Collins Agency. 

Chad Cline (DICK) This is 
Chad’s first show at Theatre 
Three since playing Clark 
in Cedar Springs or Big 
Scary Animals by Matt Lyle 
in Theatre Too. Chad has 
appeared on stages across 
the metroplex and currently is 
the Training Center Director 
for Stomping Ground 
Comedy. Chad continues to 
work in Commercial, Voice 
Over, Film and Recently was 
scene in True Detective with 
Mahershala Ali and Stephen 

Dorph. Chad has proudly 
been represented by The 
Mary Collins Agency since 
2000.

Sally Soldo (GRACIE)  
is thrilled to be back at 
Theatre Three, where 
she has starred in 19 
productions including A 
Catered Affair, I Love You, 
You’re Perfect, Now Change, 
Angry Housewives, Musical 
of Musicals, Putting It 
Together, Heartbeats, Myth 
and Hymns, Blood Brother, 
Lucky Stiff and Terry 
Dobson’s My Own Private 
Diva.  Her awards include 
The Leon Rabin Award, The 
Column Award, and The 
Dallas Times Heralds Best 
Musical Actress Award. 
Sally makes her home 
in Dallas with her son, 
Jonathan, and works as 
the Archivist for the Dallas 
Summer Musicals.
 

Shannon J. McGrann 
(MARTHA) Select regional 

credits include: Incognito 
(Second Thought Theatre); 
A Doll’s House, Part 2, A 
Funny Thing…. (Stage 
West); Hand to God, Silent 
Sky, Noises Off (WaterTower 
Theatre); It’s Only A Play 
(Uptown Players); Gypsy, 
As Thousands Cheer (Lyric 
Stage); A Christmas Carol 
(Dallas Theater Center); The 
Wizard of Oz (Lyric Theatre 
OKC & Casa Manana).  TV/
Film work includes: The 
Price of Fame: Carrie Fisher; 
The Good Guys; Lone Star; 
My Generation; The Marina 
Oswald Story; and regional 
and national commercial 
credits. 

Jeremy Whiteker 
(ROBIN) is happy to go 
back in the closet for 
Theater Three. He was last 
seen playing 13 different 
characters in Matt Lyle’s 
A Brief, Endless Love at 
Dallas Comedy House. 
Other favorite roles include, 
Brother Brightbee in The 
Book of Liz, Oedipus in 
Tab A, Slot B: A New-Age 
Sexiology, Stuart in Breast 
Men and Dad in WASP, 
Mitchell Lovell in Murder at 
the Howard Johnson’s, and 
Ray in Lonestar. He studied 
acting at the American 

CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES CONT.
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Conservatory Theater and 
in real life plays the role of 
realtor and dog dad. 

Stephanie Cleghorn 
Jasso (RUTH) Stephanie 
has performed with 
Shakespeare Dallas, 
Dallas Children’s 
Theater, Ochre House 
Theatre, Water Tower 
Theatre, Amphibian 
Stage Productions, 
Dallas Theater Center 
and Undermain Theatre, 
where is she is a company 
member. In 2015 she 
received recognition 
for Outstanding Acting 
Performance by the DFW 
Theater Critics Forum. 
She is also a producer, 
teaching artist and will 
direct her first production 
with Cry Havoc this 
summer; she continues 
her acting training with 
Blake Hackler.

Jakie Cabe (SAM)  
last appeared at 

Theatre Three in The 
Farnsworth Invention, La 
Bete, Travesties, and in 
Sherlock Holmes and the 
Crucifer of Blood. Recent 
performances include 
Luna Gale, Funnyman, 
and Mass Appeal at 
Circle Theatre, Life Sucks 
at Stage West, and The 
Big Meal at WaterTower 
Theatre. Jakie also 
performed at the Dallas 
Theatre Center, Casa 
Manana, Amphibian 
Productions, Trinity
Shakespeare, and FW 
Shakespeare in the Park. 
Jakie has an M.F.A. in 
Acting from LSU, and is 
an Associate Professor 
of Theatre at Tarrant Co. 
College. Represented 
for film, television, and 
voice-over by the Kim 
Dawson Agency.

Alle Mims (TONYA) 
Alle is blessed to be back 
at Theatre Three! You may 
have witnessed her as 
Demetrius/A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream (Lily & 
Joan), Iris/The Tempest 
(Shakespeare Dallas) 
or Queen Anne/

The Three Musketeers 
(Theatre Britain). Her 
last resurrection on the 
Threatre Three stage was 
Evil Gabbi in She Kills 
Monsters as well as Sophia 
in Matt Lyle’s divine Cedar 
Springs. She would like 
to thank all her friends 
and family, especially the 
sinners. God bless!

Christopher Lew 
(TROY) Clew is exalted to 
make his second coming 
at Theatre Three, having 
previously appeared in 
She Kills Monsters. Other 
regional credits include 
The Ochre House Theatre 
(Doom McCoy & the Death 
Nugget); Flexible Grey 
Theatre Co. (Gruesome 
Playground Injuries); Stage 
West (An Octoroon; The 
Royal Society of Antarctica); 
Dallas Children’s Theater 
( Jungalbook); and The 
Undermain (Galileo). 
Thanks be to Jeff and the 
Matts for sharing the 
gospel of Raptured!, and 
blessings upon the cast 
and crew. Love to fam and 
friends! IG @champlew

CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES CONT.
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Nancy & Joe Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Jim 
     Nugent
Gary & Susan Oviatt

T3 PATRONS • THE ANNUAL FUND



Mr. Patrick Parise 
Susan & Bill Pervin
Larry & Carol Peters
Lynne Richardson
Mr. David W. Ricker 
Sherry & Warren 
     Rubin
Bobbi Rutter
Rodolfo E. Salas
Patricia L. 
     Shaughnessy
Amanda & Michael 
     West 
Mr. Zoltan Zsohar
Preferred Technology 
     Solutions

FRIENDS
$50 – $124
Anonymous 
Timothy & Laurie
     Ackermann
David & Marilyn 
     Adler
Karen & Mark 
     Anderson
Charles & Susan 
     Arnett
Mr. Andrew Astmann
Trisha Avery 
Mr. Curtis Bagley 
Ms. Anita A. Bailor
John & Lucy Barnes
Joan Baron
Bruce Taylor & Cindy 
     Barron-Taylor
Mike & Susan 
     Bartlett
Judy Lou Beavers
Rebecca L. Beavers 
Scott & Lisa Bedford
Ms. Sheri Beemer 
Carl & Jeanette 
     Benson
Henry & Annie Bivins 
Ms. Linda Blase
Craig Boleman & 
     Kass Prince 

Erica Bollon
Mr. Robert Boyer
Charles & Diana 
     Briner
John Burkhead
Jeanna K. Camp
Cleve & Rita Clinton
Sid Curtis
Travis Day
Terry & Debbie Doyle
Mr. Josh Dwelle & 
     Amy Smuts
Cheryl Ehmann
Maureen Ehrlichers
Robert A. Estrada
Michael Federico
Dorothy E. Fischer
Megan Ford
Drusilla Francis 
Cheryl Franklin
Phil & Shannon Frink
Mrs. Sharon Fritz
AJ Galley
Ms. Sharon Garrison
Leslie George
Philip & Gloria Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Jack & 
     Lana Greeley
Carol T. Gregston
Melissa Grove
Lynette & Michael 
Hadjuk
Mark & Lynda 
     Hamilton
David & Cherry 
     Haymes
Paul Hermann
Mr. Kent Hofmeister
Ms. Diane Hultquist 
Elisabeth Humpries
Mr. Mark Jacobs
Sue & Phil John
Melinda & Jim 
     Johnson
Mr. Parris Jones
Ms. Carolyn Kacena 
Sylvia Sotelo Kidd 
Kevin Kirkman 
Wendy Koster

Juris & Carolyn 
     Laivins
Kelly Lane & Jim 
     Poluikis 
Nancy L.
Linda M. Lee & 
     Jay Isham
Jeannine Lee 
Lois Leftwich
Mr. Alan H. Levi 
Diane Litke 
Sam Lock
Carol Ann & Dan 
     Luby
Maryam Baig & 
     Gregory Lush 
Micah Lyles
Cindee Mayfield 
Mr. Robert H. 
     McCollum
Mike McFarland
Cecilia McKay
Leon Miller
Douglas L. & Amy 
     Mills Jackson
Gary Grubbs
Dean & Danette 
     Morgan
Stephen Flach &  
     Sharron Morgan
Madeline Morris
Diana Muckleroy 
Nancy Natinsky
Robert A. Olson
Mark Oristano
Ms. Patricia Parker 
Ms. Linda Patston
Ms. Carlene    
     Peal-Sconce
Dr. Frank Perez
Mary Petterborg 
Michelle & Jonathan 
     Prejean 
Daniel Pucul
Chris Rajczi
Charles & Susan 
     Ramirez
Dr. & Mrs. Peter 
     C. Ray

Durel & Barbara Reid 
Felipe Rosales & 
     Kayla Long
Lisa Ryan
Ms. Ruth May Rydell 
Ellen Samuels
Melanie & Larry 
     Sanders 
Ms. Betty Sarratt 
Ms. Keira Scanks
Maxwell Scarlett
Nancy B. Shelton
Gregory & Victoria 
     Shinn 
Sheldon Smith
Nancy Spence
Marty Steine & Judy 
     Sperry 
Kevin & Linda 
     Spurrier
Conni & Bill St. 
     Angelo 
Jay Stankiewicz &      
     Don Groves
Susan & John Stetter
Ms. Jean Stoner 
Susan Swan Smith
Sharon Taulman
Robert Todd
John & Marilyn Tolle 
Alex Turrini
Anya & Oleg Volkov 
Ms. Lauren Volz
Isaac Leaverton & 
     Matthew Waite 
David Walsh 
Packy & Susie 
     Watson
Mr. Dale A. Wheeler 
Scott & Susan 
     Williams
Mr. Richard Wills
Alison Wright
Ken & Anita Wrobel

IN KIND DONORS
Sid Curtis
SoloShoe
     Communications,   
     LLC
BreadWinners



TACA believes in the transformative power of the arts and 

their ability to ignite conversations that demonstrate respect, 

offer exploration, examine personal challenges, celebrate 

diversity, and tender hope, joy, understanding and laughter.

214.520.3930  taca-arts.org Photo courtesy of TITAS

TACA celebrates the transformative

for all citizens of Dallas

I M PAC T

A RTS
o f  t h e

2017 TAC A G r A n T  Aw A r d  r e C i p i e n T s 

African American Repertory Theater • Arts District Chorale 
AT&T Performing Arts Center • Avant Chamber Ballet • Big 
Thought • Blue Candlelight Music Series • Bruce Wood Dance 
Project • Cara Mía Theatre Company • Chamber Music 
International • Chamberlain Ballet • Children’s Chorus of 
Greater Dallas • Cry Havoc Theater Company • Dallas Bach 
Society • Dallas Black Dance Theatre • Dallas Chamber Music 
Society • Dallas Chamber Symphony • Dallas Children’s 
Theater • Dallas Symphony Orchestra • Dallas Theater Center 
Dallas Winds • Dark Circles Contemporary Dance • Echo 
Theatre • Fine Arts Chamber Players • Greater Dallas Youth 
Orchestra • Junior Players • Kitchen Dog Theater • Lone Star  
Wind Orchestra • Lyric Stage • Nasher Sculpture Center 
Orchestra of New Spain • Orpheus Chamber Singers • Plano 
Civic Chorus • Plano Symphony Orchestra • Sammons 
Center for the Arts • Second Thought Theatre • Shakespeare 
Dallas • Soul Rep Theatre Company • Teatro Dallas • Texas 
Ballet Theater • Texas Winds Musical Outreach • The Black 
Academy of Arts and Letters • The Dallas Opera • Theatre 
Three • TITAS • Turtle Creek Chorale • Undermain Theatre 
Uptown Players • Voices of Change • WaterTower Theatre
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