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Artistic Staff Biographies

Regina Taylor 
(CURATOR/DIRECTOR) 
Actress/director/playwright/
educator/activist Regina Taylor 
is the Andrew W. Mellon grant 
Playwright in Resi-dence for 
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis.
Taylor is writing new plays for 
Audible and for The Old Vic.
Taylor is the curator/director 
of the black album mixtape 
in collabo-ration with SMU.  
The Black Album is an 
initiative created by Tay-lor 
to invite creatives from all 
fields to think about how we 
got here and what ways we 
can create a better future. 
Students, profes-sionals and 
all communities are welcome 
to create in your given 
fields- technology, science, 
art, activism.  Any age. Cash 
awards will be presented May 
11th. the black album.mixtape. 
Taylor’s Playwright credits 
include Bread (Edgerton 
Award. Wa-ter Tower Theater), 
Crowns (four Helen Hayes 
awards, including Best 
Director), Oo-Bla- Dee, 
(Steinberg-ATCA award) and 
Drowning Crow, (Broadway, 
MTC), The Trinity River Plays 
(Edgerton Foundation Award) 
and stop.reset (Signature 
Theater Residency Five).
Ms. Taylor received the 
Denzel Washington Endowed 
Chair Ford-ham University 
at Lincoln Center. An Artistic 
Associate of Good-man 
Theatre, Taylor is its most 
produced playwright. 
Regina Taylor is featured in 
Love Craft Country (Jordan 
Peele, J J Abrams, Mischa 
Green), Netflix’ All Day 
and A Night starring Jeffrey 

Wright, Ashton Saunders 
and directed/written by Joe 
Robert Cole (writer: Black 
Panther), guest stars on 
Council of Dads (NBC) Red 
Line (Producer Ava DuVernay 
CBS) The Good Fight. Taylor 
in her TV role as Lily Harper 
in I'll Fly Away received a 
Golden Globe Award for 
Best Performance by an 
Actress, 3 NAACP Image 
Awards and two Emmy 
Award nominations. Her 
other television roles include 
The Unit. Taylor was first 
African American lead in 
Masterpiece Theatre’s Cora 
Unashamed, starred as Anita 
Hill in HBO’'s Strange Justice 
(Gracie Award) and A Good 
Day to Die starring Sidney 
Poitier. She has co-starred 
in USA Networks’ Dig and 
guest starred in Elementary 
and The Black List. Taylor’s 
film credits include Saturday 
Church, The Negotiator, 
Courage Under Fire, Clockers, 
and Lean on Me.
Taylor was also the first 
Black woman to play Juliet 
in Romeo and Juliet on 
Broadway. (Belasco Theatre)

Sophia Basiliadis 
(DIRECTOR OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY) is excited 
to make her return to the 
theater, albeit digitally. She 
has been a proud member 
of DFW's film & television 
industry for the past ten 
years. She has contributed 
her skills to major networks 
and production companies 
across the country. Sophia 
believes there is always 
something to learn on 
set, and this project is no 
exception. She is honored 

to have had the opportunity 
to collaborate with the 
wonderful Regina Taylor and 
Theatre Three in Dallas. 

Jeffrey Schmidt 
(SCENIC DESIGN) is an 
actor, director, designer 
and writer with a 25 year 
history in theatre, film 
and television. He grew 
up in Whitehouse, Texas. 
Currently, he serves as the 
Artistic Director of Theatre 
Three in Dallas which just 
closed their 57th Season. 
His affiliation with Theatre 
Three goes back to 90’s in 
many different capacities. 
His passion is for new work 
and more specifically new 
work from Dallas and Texas 
based artists. He has been 
involved in more than 20 
world premiere productions 
many of which were written 
by Dallas artists. His next 
season at Theatre Three 
will include 3 more world 
premieres by Dallas artists. 
Additionally, he is the 
Executive Artistic Director 
of The Drama Club and 
served as Artistic Director 
of Moonwater Theater 
Company for three years. 
He is a member of Actor’s 
Equity Association and is 
represented by the Mary 
Collins Agency.

Maxim Overton 
(PRODUCTION MANAGER/
LIGHTING DESIGNER) is in 
his second year at Theatre 
Three. He was a freelance 
lighting designer, set 
designer, and actor for eight 
years around the Metroplex, 
working with companies 
such as Pocket Sandwich 

Theatre, Pegasus, Rover 
Dramawerks and Beyond 
Ltd. He has greatly enjoyed 
learning how to light film, but 
he misses making friends 
during tech week and the 
audience’s reactions to all of 
our silly shenanigans.

Nikki Blue 
(STAGE MANAGER) is thrilled 
to make her Theatre Three 
debut! She is a resident stage 
manager at the Goodman 
Theatre, where she’s worked 
for eight consecutive seasons. 
Other regional credits 
include Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, Arkansas Repertory 
Theatre/2 Ring Circus, Gerald 
Clayton Piedmont Blues 
(tour), Chicago Children's 
Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company, Yale Opera, Utah 
Festival Opera & Musical 
Theatre and Florida Studio 
Theatre. She is a graduate 
of the University of Central 
Florida.

Writer Biographies

Nelson Nance 
("PEACE ROUND")
Over the course of his 
career, Nelson has diligently 
contributed as a producer, 
vocalist, arranger, writer and 
director to a wide array of 
prolific artistic endeavors 
from the likes of Bill T. Jones, 
Swarvy, Nappy Nina and Tony 
Allen.

Virginia Grise  
("HER LOVE IS A GARDEN") 
is a recipient of the Yale 
Drama Award, Whiting 
Writers’ Award, the Princess 
Grace Award in Theatre 

Directing, and the Jerome 
Fellowship from the 
Playwrights Center. Her 
published work includes 
Your Healing is Killing Me 
(Plays Inverse Press), blu 
(Yale University Press), The 
Panza Monologues co-written 
with Irma Mayorga 
(University of Texas Press) 
and an edited volume of 
Zapatista communiqués 
titled Conversations with 
Don Durito (Autonomedia 
Press). She is an alumna 
of the Soho Rep Writer/
Director Lab, the Women's 
Project Theatre Lab and the 
NALAC Leadership Institute. 
Virginia holds an MFA in 
Writing for Performance 
from the California Institute 
of the Arts and is The Mellon 
Foundation Playwright 
in Residence at Cara Mía 
Theatre in Dallas, Texas.

Michael Federico 
("SWEATPANTS") has had 
his plays/musicals produced 
in New York, Chicago, Dallas, 
San Diego, and Austin. 
Recent credits include 
The Manufactured Myth 
of Eveline Flynn (book) at 
Theatre Three and Pompeii!! 
at Kitchen Dog Theater. He 
co-created and wrote the 
book for the musical On the 
Eve, which had productions 
at the Magnolia Lounge 
and Theatre Three in Dallas 
before being selected for the 
NAMT Festival and receiving 
workshop readings at Joe’s 
Pub and SDSU. Michael is 
a recipient of the NEA Art 
Works Award, the Drama 
Guild Foundation Writers 
Alliance Grant, the TACA 
New Works Fund Grant, and 

multiple DFW Theatre Critics 
Forum Awards. In addition 
to his playwriting work, he 
has rewritten a teen comedy 
movie for Legendary Digital, 
co-written the audio drama 
Terms for Wondery, and 
his horror film Final Dress 
has started shooting with 
Christie Vela directing and a 
DFW-based cast, crew, and 
creative team. Michael has 
a BFA in Theatre from SMU 
and an MA in Humanities 
from UTD.

Blake Hackler 
("LUSTEROUS") is a lifetime 
member of the BMI/Lehman 
Engel Workshop and was a 
recipient of the Harrington 
Award for Excellence in 
Musical Theatre Writing. He 
is a member of the Brierley 
Resident Acting Company 
at the Dallas Theatre Center 
and holds faculty positions 
at SMU and Yale University. 
MFA, Yale School of Drama.

Sandy Lam 
("TWITTER FEED") is an 
interdisciplinary storyteller. 
She especially enjoys 
developing new work that 
centers around themes of 
diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and accessibility. In 2020, 
she wrote, produced, and 
performed in an original 
play titled So Lucky that 
explored mental illness, 
intergenerational trauma, 
and Asian/Asian American 
identities. In her off time, 
she likes to throw her three 
legged cat into the air.

CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES CONT.CAST & CREW BIOGRAPHIES



Cast Biographies

Paloma Nance 
(PERFORMER –"PEACE 
ROUND") is a local singer 
and aspiring actress. She was 
born and raised in Dallas, Tx. 
She has performed around 
the metroplex with Linny 
Nance and the Network and 
recently appeared in the 
YouTube web series Lorelai 
ep. 3.

Marlene Beltran 
(PERFORMER–"HER LOVE 
IS A GARDEN") is an actor, 
director, singer, songwriter 
and teaching artist. Her most 
recent theatrical production 
was in August of 2020, where 
she performed in the virtual 
live streamed play: a farm 
for meme, written by Virginia 
Grise and directed by Elena 
Araoz. She can also be seen 
in the AdeRisa / Rebozo Boy 
Productions independent 
short film La Serenata; 
directed by Adelina Anthony, 
which won the "Best Short 
Film" Imagen Award in 2019 
and is currently screening on 
all HBO platforms.  

Marti Etheridge 
(PERFORMER–

"SWEATPANTS") was eager 
to make her T3 return and 
couldn’t be more pleased 
to do that with the one and 
only Regina Taylor. Added 
bonus: Michael Federico! 
Marti has been known to 
say, “Spouting words written 
by Mr. Federico feels like 
home. It feels like taking 
off my bra after a long day”. 
Represented by the Mary 
Collins Agency, you might 
have seen her before or 
heard her voice on the ol’ tv. 
She has being doing theater 
since the womb so you might 
have seen her on stage! She 
was last at T3 and T2 with 
the Bippy Bobby Boo Show (1 
and 2) and Solstice (1 and 2). 
Marti would like to thank her 
entire household for trying to 
shut up while she zooms.

Christie Vela 
(PERFORMER–

"LUSTEROUS") Is the 
Associate Artistic Director. 
She directed Funny, You 
Don’t Act Like a Negro and 

Dracula last season. You’ve 
seen her work At Second 
Thought Theater, in Enemies/
People, A Kid Like Jake, and 
The Necessities and directed 
Bull, Straight White Men 
for Second Thought and 
What We Were. Founding 
Member of the Brierley 
Resident Acting Company 
at Dallas Theater Center 
acting credits include Romeo 
& Juliet; Sense & Sensibility; 
Medea; The Book Club Play; 
A Christmas Carol; King Lear; 
God of Carnage; Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor® 
Dreamcoat; and The Beauty 
Plays. At DTC she directed 
A Christmas Carol (2015), 
Gloria Fade and Real Women 
Have Curves. At Kitchen 
Dog Theater she directed 
Se Llama Cristina; The Turn 
of the Screw; Boom; and 
The Pillowman. You've also 
seen her work as director/
actor in the Metroplex at 
Echo Theatre, Amphibian 
Stage, Undermain Theatre, 
Shakespeare Dallas, Teatro 
Dallas. She frequently directs 
outside of Dallas at Trinity 
Rep in Rhode Island and is 
adjunct faculty at Booker T 
Washington HSFPVA.

Cherish Robinson 
(WRITER & PERFORMER–

"BLESSED BE THE TIES 
THAT BIND") With a career 
that has spanned over the 
last two decades, audiences 

have enjoyed her sounds 
throughout the United States, 
Europe and beyond as an 
artist, producer, composer, 
music director and songwriter. 
Her voice has been featured 
behind some of the industry’s 
most notable performers like 
Erykah Badu, Elle King, Paul 
Cauthen, and The Roots of 
the Tonight Show; as well 
as a background singer on 
national shows like The 
Colbert Show, Big Little 
Lies, Grey’s Anatomy, and 
the Amazon Prime Original 
Movie, My Spy. Recent 
credits include: Love and 
Kindness (Theatre Three), 
Sister Act (Savannah Theatre, 
ICT MainStage, WaterTower 
Theatre), Madagascar (Casa 
Manana), Detroit 67 (Jubilee 
Theatre), Passing Strange 
(Theatre Three). Cherish 
enjoys teaching and coaching 
voice and piano to her many 
students. She is writing a 
book, ‘The Vocal Parallel’, 
slated for release later this 
year.

Casie Luong 
(PERFORMER–"TWITTER 
FEED") (she/her) Casie 
is a second generation 
Vietnamese American 
musician, writer and actress 
based out of Austin, TX. 
She is in her third year of 
exploring acting! Her stage 
experience consists of: 
Into the Woods (stepsister), 

Wonderettes (Suzy), Mary 
Page Marlow (Connie), and 
So Lucky (Mother). When 
not performing, Casie serves 
as operations director and 
music instructor for Mother 
Falcon Music Lab. She is 
currently working on an 
EP and writing a memoir. 
Facebook: @casieluong; 
Instagram: @casieluong

Gabrielle Beckford 
(PERFROMER–"JANUARY 
6") is a NYC native from 
Queens and recent BFA 
Musical Theatre graduate 
from Rider University. Her 
Regional Theatre credits 
include her lead role in the 15 
Year Anniversary production 
of CROWNS co-produced 
by the McCarter Theatre 
Center and the Longwharf 
Theatre, Nina Simone: Four 
Women, A Play with Music at 
the Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival, Hair at the Geva 
Theatre Center, and All 
Shook Up at the Laguna 
Beach Playhouse. Repertory 
Theatre credits include AIDA, 
Hairspray, Big River and Sister 
Act at the Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts.

Sammy Rat Rios 

(WRITER & PERFORMER–
"HEMMING & HAWING") 
is a multidisciplinary theatre 
and visual artist based in 
Portland, OR. She received 
her B.F.A. in Theatre 
Studies from SMU and has 
written, acted, directed, and 
designed for Dallas Theater 
Center, Kitchen Dog Theatre, 
Second Thought Theater, 
Prism Co., Original Practice 
Shakespeare Festival, and 
last but certainly not least, 
Theatre Three. Rat is a 
songwriter/producer and 
composes original music 
for podcasts and film. She 
worships her cats and bunny.
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Ms. Trisha MillerMs. Trisha Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Mike MitchellMr. & Mrs. Mike Mitchell
Nancy & Joe MooreNancy & Joe Moore
Gary & Susan OviattGary & Susan Oviatt
Ms. Carlene Peal-SconceMs. Carlene Peal-Sconce
Bill Pervin & Susan ChizeckBill Pervin & Susan Chizeck
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & 
     Andrea Pfannstiel     Andrea Pfannstiel
Lisa RyanLisa Ryan
Judy M. SchwochJudy M. Schwoch
Mr. Richard ScotchMr. Richard Scotch
Gregory & Victoria ShinnGregory & Victoria Shinn
Mr. Douglas SturdivantMr. Douglas Sturdivant
Paul & Alison WrightPaul & Alison Wright
Preferred Technology Solutions Preferred Technology Solutions 

FRIENDSFRIENDS
$50 – $124$50 – $124
AnonymousAnonymous
David & Marilyn AdlerDavid & Marilyn Adler
John AlexanderJohn Alexander
Craig & Mary AndersonCraig & Mary Anderson

Mr. Curtis BagleyMr. Curtis Bagley
Mr. Larry BaileyMr. Larry Bailey
Marie BannisterMarie Bannister
John BarnesJohn Barnes
Sharie BarnetSharie Barnet
Joan BaronJoan Baron
Susan BartlettSusan Bartlett
Charlie BeaversCharlie Beavers
Ms. Jeanette BellMs. Jeanette Bell
Carl & Jeanette BensonCarl & Jeanette Benson
Mr. James Lee BlackwellMr. James Lee Blackwell
Ms. Linda BlaseMs. Linda Blase
Craig Boleman & Kass PrinceCraig Boleman & Kass Prince
Wayne & Tonna BrockWayne & Tonna Brock
Patsy & Roger CampPatsy & Roger Camp
Mrs. Susan CarnellMrs. Susan Carnell
Bill & Fran CarterBill & Fran Carter
Michael & Christine CluffMichael & Christine Cluff
Suzanne CobbSuzanne Cobb
David CoffeeDavid Coffee
Ms. Connie CoitMs. Connie Coit
Jim CrawfordJim Crawford
Mr. William CrossMr. William Cross
Carol L. CroyCarol L. Croy
Fred CurchackFred Curchack
Sid CurtisSid Curtis
Mr. John S. DaviesMr. John S. Davies
Karen Sasser DavisKaren Sasser Davis
Dr. & Mrs. John & Dr. & Mrs. John & 
     Bonnie DePasse     Bonnie DePasse
Ms. Ruth McAlester DuffMs. Ruth McAlester Duff
Maureen EhrlicherMaureen Ehrlicher
Lee & Paula EilbottLee & Paula Eilbott
Carolyn & Rob EnnisCarolyn & Rob Ennis
Ms. Lisa FairchildMs. Lisa Fairchild
Pat FarrarPat Farrar
Mr. Fred FaustMr. Fred Faust
Michael FedericoMichael Federico
Larry FinstromLarry Finstrom
Dorothy E. FischerDorothy E. Fischer
Mrs. Sharon FritzMrs. Sharon Fritz
Mrs. Amy GalleyMrs. Amy Galley
Ms. Nan GammonMs. Nan Gammon
Leslie GeorgeLeslie George
Philip & Glroai GreyPhilip & Glroai Grey
Carol T GregstonCarol T Gregston

Greg & Heda HahnGreg & Heda Hahn
Mark & Lynda HamiltonMark & Lynda Hamilton
Kim HansonKim Hanson
Gerald & Francis HareGerald & Francis Hare
Thomas HarrisThomas Harris
Tom & Cohnie HarrisTom & Cohnie Harris
John HendricksJohn Hendricks
Ms. Diane HultquistMs. Diane Hultquist
Alan Ray HunnAlan Ray Hunn
Zachary JekotZachary Jekot
Ms. Carolyn KacenaMs. Carolyn Kacena
Karl KennedyKarl Kennedy
Anna KuznetsovaAnna Kuznetsova
Chuck & Lolisa LaengerChuck & Lolisa Laenger
Juris & Carolyn LaivinsJuris & Carolyn Laivins
Mrs. Kelly K. LaneMrs. Kelly K. Lane
Jack & Jo Ann LeavittJack & Jo Ann Leavitt
Nicole LeBlancNicole LeBlanc
Linda M. Lee & Jay IshamLinda M. Lee & Jay Isham
Jeannine LeeJeannine Lee
Lois LeftwichLois Leftwich
Mr. Alan H. LeviMr. Alan H. Levi
Ms. Elly LindsayMs. Elly Lindsay
Diane LitkeDiane Litke
Kathleen A. LoveKathleen A. Love
Micah LylesMicah Lyles
Darlene MarksDarlene Marks
Richard MassmanRichard Massman
Betsy MathesonBetsy Matheson
Ms. Judy MathisMs. Judy Mathis
Tom & Phyllis McCaslandTom & Phyllis McCasland
Paige McDanielPaige McDaniel
Mr. Michael McFarlandMr. Michael McFarland
Ms. Frances McGlinnMs. Frances McGlinn
Paul McLinPaul McLin
Robert McVayRobert McVay
Ms. Michelle MewMs. Michelle Mew
Leon MillerLeon Miller
Ms. Loretta A. Monson Ms. Loretta A. Monson 
Madeleine MorrisMadeleine Morris
Mary D. NeubrandMary D. Neubrand
Mr. & Mrs. Jim NugentMr. & Mrs. Jim Nugent
Mr. Thomas J. O’KeefeMr. Thomas J. O’Keefe
Dr. & Mrs. Harry ParkerDr. & Mrs. Harry Parker
Ms. Patricia ParkerMs. Patricia Parker
Mr. Randy PearlmanMr. Randy Pearlman

Steve & Nancy PowellSteve & Nancy Powell
Anonymous Anonymous 
Mr. David W. RickerMr. David W. Ricker
Cullen & Dolores RogersCullen & Dolores Rogers
Felipe Rosales & Kayla LongFelipe Rosales & Kayla Long
Ms. Liz SchachterleMs. Liz Schachterle
Ms. Diane SchwarzMs. Diane Schwarz
Rudy R. SewardRudy R. Seward
Jon ShookJon Shook
Ms. Jeanette M. SiegelMs. Jeanette M. Siegel
Roberta SmithRoberta Smith
Kent SmithKent Smith
Nancy Spence Nancy Spence 
Kevin & Linda SpurrierKevin & Linda Spurrier
Martin SteineMartin Steine
Ben SternmanBen Sternman
James F. Strunc & James F. Strunc & 
     Mary Anne Gentry-Strunc     Mary Anne Gentry-Strunc
Susan Swan SmithSusan Swan Smith
Mr. Mark TeichMr. Mark Teich
Suzanne ThomasSuzanne Thomas
Ms. Nancy TuffinMs. Nancy Tuffin
Ms. Lauren Volz RobitailleMs. Lauren Volz Robitaille
James F. & Barbara WallisJames F. & Barbara Wallis
Mike Warren & Mike Warren & 
     Carolyn Shellman     Carolyn Shellman
Ms. Maeghan WhiteheadMs. Maeghan Whitehead
Mr. Scott T. WilliamsMr. Scott T. Williams
Patty WilliamsPatty Williams
Clark & Jane WillinghamClark & Jane Willingham
Elizabeth WooElizabeth Woo
Ken & Anita WrobelKen & Anita Wrobel
Mason YorkMason York

IN KIND DONORSIN KIND DONORS
Sid CurtisSid Curtis
Mike CluffMike Cluff
SoloShoe Communications, SoloShoe Communications, LLCLLC              

Thank you to all those who participated in North Texas Giving Tuesday. 

Together we raised over $20,000 in support of our mission



I  believe creativity is  the very essence of life.  
It  unites  us,  inspires  us,  challenges and changes us. 

I  AM TACA  –  The Arts Community Alliance. 

l e a r n  m o r e  at  ta c a - a rt s . o r g

Chamber Music International

Chamberlain Performing Arts

Dallas Contemporary

Dallas Chamber Symphony

Dallas Symphony  
Orchestra

Dallas Black Dance Theatre

Cry Havoc Theater Company

Dallas Theater Center Irving Symphony Orchestra

Dallas Chamber Symphony
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