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Jeffrey Hatcher’s Broadway 
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Manhattan Theatre Club; 
Scotland Road and The Turn of 
the Screw at Primary Stages; 
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Mitch Albom) at The Minetta 
Lane; Murder By Poe, The 
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The Government Inspector, Dr. 
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at The Guthrie, Old Globe, 
Yale Rep, The Geffen, Seattle 
Rep, Cincinnati Playhouse, 
Cleveland Playhouse, South 
Coast Rep, Arizona Theater 
Company, San Jose Rep, 
The Empty Space, Indiana 
Rep, Children’s Theater 
Company, History Theater, 
Madison Rep, Intiman, 
Illusion, Denver Center, 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival, Milwaukee Rep, 
Repertory Theater of St. Louis, 
Actors Theater of Louisville, 
Philadelphia Theater 
Company, Asolo, City Theater, 
Studio Arena and dozens 
more in the U.S. and abroad. 
Film and Television credits 
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Grants/Awards: NEA, TCG, 
Lila Wallace Fund, Rosenthal 
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Award, Charles MacArthur 
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Foundation, Jerome 
Foundation, and Barrymore 
Award Best New Play, IVEY 
Award Best New Play. He is a 
member and/or alumnus of 
The Playwrights Center, the 
Dramatists Guild, the Writers 
Guild, and New Dramatists.

Robert Louis Stevenson
Scottish novelist, poet, 
and essayist Robert Louis 
Stevenson was born in 
Edinburgh on November 
13, 1850. His father, a 
distinguished lighthouse 
engineer, urged him to study 
engineering at the University 
of Edinburgh, but Stevenson 
soon began preparing for a 
law degree. He graduated 
in 1875, but never practiced. 
Instead, he spent his time 
writing and traveling. He 
wrote short stories and 
essays that were later 
published in the collections 
The New Arabian Nights 
(1878), Virginibus Puerisque 
(1881), and Familiar Studies of 
Men and Books (1882) as well 
as travel accounts, including 
An Inland Voyage (1878), a 
description of a canoe trip in 
France and Belgium, Travels 
with a Donkey in the Cévennes 
(1879), and The Amateur 
Emigrant (1883), an account 
of his journey to California. 
In 1880, he married Fanny 
Vandegrift Osbourne, an 
American divorcée, in San 
Francisco. They returned 
to Europe and traveled to 
England, Scotland, France, 
and the Mediterranean in 
search of a climate beneficial 
to Stevenson’s poor health. 
Stevenson, meanwhile, 
published some of his most 
popular short stories and 
novels, including Treasure 
Island (1883), Prince Otto 
(1885), Kidnapped (1886), 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde (1886), and 

The Merry Men (1887). In 
1887, after the death of his 
father, Stevenson and his 
family left Scotland and 
spent a year at Saranac Lake 
in the Adirondacks, where 
he began writing The Master 
of Ballantrae: A Winter’s Tale 
(1889). He then traveled to 
the South Seas and settled on 
the island of Upolu in Samoa. 
There, he collaborated with 
his stepson, Lloyd Osbourne, 
on the novels The Wrong Box 
(1889), The Wrecker (1892), 
and Ebb-Tide (1894), and 
published the collections 
Island Nights’ Entertainments 
(1893), In the South Seas 
(1896), and Underwoods 
(1890), a collection of 
poetry that included the 
poem Requiem. He also 
completed the novels Across 
the Plains (1892), Catriona 
(1893), and The Beach of 
Falesa (1893) and began 
writing Weir of Hermiston and 
St. Ives, neither of which he 
completed. He died in Samoa 
on December 3, 1894.
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Tom in The Royal Society of 
Antarctica (Stage West), Leo 
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roles at Kitchen Dog Theater 
where he is a Company 
Member. On television, 
Michael has been killed by 
an assassin on The Good 
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He is represented by the Kim 
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time since 2009’s Trysts in 
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Christie Vela: So, thanks for 
joining me at Torchy’s to talk 
about the show.
Michael Federico: My 
pleasure.
CV: I have two questions for 
you, why do you think some 
people, even smart people, 
are not aware of even the 
existence of this novella?
MF: That’s a good question, 
I think what’s strange to 
me is that they probably are 
familiar with the themes of 
the novella even if they aren’t 
familiar with the novella 
itself. Not knowing the actual 
work, I don’t know, if people 
just aren’t reading that era of 
literature anymore…
CV: Right, right
MF: You know when we were 
younger there were movies 
about it. I don’t if that’s going 
on. But I was even thinking 
today, if you look at a show 
like Westworld, it’s the sort of 
idea, if I were able to enact all 
of my deepest darkest desires 
without consequence, would 
I do that? To me that’s sort 
of the theme of Westworld, 
and it’s straight out of Jekyll 
and Hyde… so ummm… you 
know, whether people know 
the actual story or not, I think 
they have seen things that 
deal with that. I think it’s 
something that is even more 
present today-
CV: -because of the internet-
MF: -yeah, because of the 
internet-and that we are all 
able to create these online 

versions of ourselves and this 
is how we put ourselves out 
there to the public.
CV: But that’s- none of that 
is real. We have these avatars, 
I guess, that everybody else 
sees, and what we present 
to society, and our culture 
constantly asks for that.
MF: And the other end of 
that, with the VR Worlds that 
are being created, and the 
fact that video games are so 
realistic now. We have these 
opportunities to act out these 
parts that we can’t in public 
and it’s just gonna get… more 
and more and more...
CV: Better and/or worse
MF: Yeah, so that you have 
this-
CV: -fantasy life. Or not 
necessarily this fantasy life, 
but like, your actual desires, 
like your actual, real self, that 
you can’t put forth because 
polite society doesn’t let you 
do that.
MF: Right, there’s a line, 
one of my favorite lines that 
jumped out, even when I 
was auditioning, is the..
uh.. “morality harnessed our 
bestial instincts but it didn’t 
kill them.”
CV: That’s so good. yeah
MF: And I think-
Server: #6 chips and queso?
MF: Thank you.
Server: There you go.
MF: -it’s so true, you know? 
As polite as we are and how 
we act with each other, at the 
end of the day to deny that we 
have these animal instincts 
and desires, I mean, you can’t 
deny it.
CV: Okay, so…good. So 
my second question is, 
and maybe you’ve already 
answered it, or it might be 
trite, but, other than because 
this is your job and you’re an 
equity actor and this is how 

you make a living and get 
insurance-
MF: Sure.
CV: -what attracted you to 
playing Jekyll?
MF: The main thing,there are 
a couple of things, one it’s 
different. You know having 
worked a lot, I sort of have 
been, I don’t want to say 

“typecast,” but it’s a different 
type of role for me. I often 
play the “put-upon” husband, 
and you know, the “sad-sack” 
if you will.
CV: (Laughter) I’d say angry-
sack but okay.
MF: And this to me seemed 
like a fun and interesting role 
because Jekyll goes through 
so many things and while on 
the surface appears to be this 
very well put together smart 
guy, is kind of insane, and so 
that was really, I thought that 
would be really fun, umm, 
and then, also I love the play 
and the idea of we’re going to 
tell this really great cool old 
story that is still timely, it may 
not change the world, but it’s 
fun and it’s sexy and scary, 
it’s all of those cool things.
CV: right right, people keep 
asking me, that question, 
why did I want to do Jekyll 
and Hyde, you know, coming 
off having directed for that 
past few years, like some 
heavy stuff, Gloria, Straight 
White Men, Fade, that really 
touch upon like, super topical 
events, and this national 
conversation about race, 
and how people of color are 
portrayed in the media, so 
why go from that stuff, to 
something that quite frankly 
some people consider fluff. 
And It’s because it IS fun, and 
yes, on a deeper level, there’s 
a reason why a year after 
this novella was published 
there was a play and there 
has been a play of it every 

year since then, and, yeah, 
uhh, But truly, I just love 
monster stories and we’re 
all monsters. And science 
fiction is actually a very apt 
and exciting way to talk freely 
about the human condition, 
expectations, norms and big 
societal problems in a way 
that no other genre allows 
you to do.
MF: Yeah, and further 
with Hatcher’s adaptation, 
there’s something so 
inherently theatrical about 
it, the way he sort of bends 
time, and plays with space 
and time, is something to 
me, that you can still only do 
on stage
CV: Yeah,plus, all of that 
is achievable with simple 
theater magic, which is my 
favorite kind, you know, a 
slight of hand-
MF: -playing with shadows-

Christie Vela

CV: -uh-huh, two people 
standing in different spaces 
and drawing the attention 
away from one so that what 
you do looks like magic. I 
love that kind of stuff...and 
also, not all theater is going 
to change the world, like you 
said, I have no expectation 
.. that someone is going to 
leave Jekyll and Hyde and say, 

“Yaass, I’m going to run for 
president and change…” You 
know what I mean? But it is 
super fun and it’s going to 
be beautiful to look at.
MF: Yeah, again, and maybe 
not everybody thinks about 
these things regularly, but 
it does bring up very timely 
things about how we present 
ourselves versus who we 
actually are.
CV: Yeah, you know until we 
talked about it yesterday, I 
hadn’t even thought about 

Facebook, or Instagram, or 
whatever.. but it’s so true, 
like on these dating websites, 
when people say all sorts 
of things that aren’t entirely 
accurate, and the “rule” is 
you’re supposed to lie, which 
I have heard people say and 
it astounds me.
MF: Yeah, right. Weird.
CV: I never got that. Well 
thank you for talking to me 
about Jekyll and Hyde.
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