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I have been uncommonly lucky. "Bus Stop" is my sixth
directorial assignment for Theatre Three and once yet again
I've enjoyed the benefit of a highly creative, competent and
conscientious cast and crew. The play you are seeing tonight
has been a favorite of mine and one I have wanted to direct
since it first appeared in Nev York. Such a long-time antici-
pation could pave the way to disappointment if it were not
for the co-operation of the actors. My thanks to each of

them and my congratulations.

"Bus Stop" is the first play by William Inge Theatre
Three has produced. The distinguished author, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the Drama Critics' Circle Award, also wrote
"Picnic", "Come Back Little Sheba'", "Dark at the Top of the
Stairs!", "Natural Affection" and this season's '"Where's Daddy?"
Dallas can be proud of the fact that it was in our city that
Mr. Inge saw the first professional production of one of his
plays when the late Margo Jones opened her theatre with "Far-
ther Off From Heaven", (which later became "Dark at the Top
of the Stairs"). However, Theatre Three had a previous assoc-
iation with Mr. Inge when he agreed to assist in the judging
of original one-act plays in a 1963 contest co-sponsored by
Theatre Three and the Dallas Times Herald. Though "Bus Stop"
is the only Inge play so far on our arena stage, we look for-
ward to future productions authored by the now-famous Dallas
"discovery'.

"Bus Stop" is a wise play. The characters are deeply human,
the dialogue is fresh, witty and honest and the dramatic situa-
tions are direct and universal. There is a certain artlessness
to Mr. [nge's play that conceals, (and quite rightly), a superb
grasp of the playwright's craft. We're very proud to have it on
our stage, and very pleased you came to share it with us.
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JAQ ALDER, director-designer










