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MANCHILD IN THE PROMISED LAND 
5�ge Adaptation-� Rol:1ert Earl Price 

6a�c:l on the Autol,lography � Claude Brown 

The Cast(111 alp/1al1etical order) 

Young Knoxie: .......................................................... : ........................... , ............................... :;\/ic Am,06 
Yqung Sonny ......... , ......................... , ............................................................................ Roa,ney />,;yerf:> 
Johnny D .......... , .................................... : ... .-, .. 1 .............................................. ; ............. �·Mr Cheater" 
Dant\y ........... , ............................................................ , ..... , .......................... ; .. , .• , ........ K. ·Qandr-veralil. 
Sonny ..................... , .................................................................... : ..................................... Billy J6ne6• 
Jutly ....... , ............................................. .' ..... , ...... : ................... : .... ,. .............................. Li,z Pia22a �lley 
Turk ....................... :··················· .............................................................................. :Frank Manut;l,. Jr. 
�oung Sonny ............................................................................ 1 ................................. �ndj� Mi¢hael
Mn;. Brown ........................................................................................................... , ............... Llz Mike(• 
Young T1.,1rk ......... , .......................... , .............................................. .-................................ Ja6�n· Moaely 
f'apa.neck .... , .......................................... : .................. : ............................................... Thurm'an Mooe;• 
Mro. Meltner. .......... , .................................. ; .... , ................................................ , ........ Connie Nefoon• 
Mr. Bro.wn ........................................ , ...... , ............................................................... William Earl Ray"' 
Slater Rogere ........................................... , ............ , ................................................. Je�nine Rogyr0 
Knoxle ....................... : ....................... , ................................................ , ............................. J.tr5on Smf$h 
Sug�r. ............................................... :· ....... ; ............................................. , .............. , ... :Ptoaha Storey 
Narrator/Young. Clf'ude Brown ........ : .......................................................... Michael Wae;h ington 
Llmpy ........................................................................................................................... , ... Bront�W lle;on 
Pimp ................................................. ·.· ........................................................................ J,hnr,y Wimbrey 
• Ap�� 11i iii"""" lhlU i:hrough iho =r-.asy of �s f'qllfl:)< 
Th• E�ml>lo IIAll •l"" �t..=1>!/y4< �ujiny. loddltloru,l citlv»aerll /� u,o ,o�nr�

The Time1 La�, 194Ci6 through Late 1950'0 Thti 5et1fog: Harlem 

Opening Prologue: The migration ef .i\frlcan·t6imerica·ne; and �he Brown familyJrom th� South 
to Ha,rlem. 

ACf I ihe action �kee; place in Sonny's mind and In preeent re;ill�. 5ceQ�fi. are \'arlotsly 
located ·on a rooftop in Harlem. ;rtratn to Wil'twyck,.�n alley, stre¢t corn�ra. a detention office 
and dorm rooirrat Wlltwycii.' Mr0. Meltner'e; t,�room at Wlltwyck, a i,ar, and the Browr'e kitchen. 

Then, w/11 Pe oni, 15 mlnuu lntermleelon. 

ACT II The action takee, place within Sonny'e; memory and In r.ree,erit r�allcy. Scenee �re varl­
oue;ly located on a rooft:ap; a tehement oomtr, an alley, $of1ny'f? y'lllage �lge, ntgh1r achoo! at 
Washington Irvin� High !;ichool, a lisBr1 Pal'{lneck'e; office, illid a Jail. 

RoeE"RT EiRL PRICE . 5t;agi, .'.a11pi,,.tor fur Manchl/d, /n Thi, Promli,ed Land, le, a Georgla­
va5ed poet', writer.· direct.or and filtn rti�ker with �rofe!iY.:;IOnal writing oredit9 hi eyery genro 
except the novel an.a CNei' tw1;nt;y Y,eare of pul;lic poetcy reading; Mr. Price attended Clark 
CGll%e In Atlanta an� the American Fi.Im Institute in Loe; Angeles. He h'ae; lived In Atlanta 
since 1985. 

Hie; te.le�lay credits include Alex Haley's Pslm�r5town, l)SA, The Boy Kin9 and Freedom Road. 
He le tl)e.a1,1t�er,df three t?ooki; of�: ,B/oqd,/Jnee; (1984 ): Biooc

f 

Eletjy (1987); and. Bfue5 
Blood (199,4). Mr. Price. ie; thtneclpient of the Broa,folde Preee; Award for Poetry (1975), the 
William Wyler

. ·
Award for Sc;reenwrltln� (19'76) and the Bronze Juvilee Award for Ll�rilture.

(1989). In 1990, he and cemposer Fuae;I A!,dul Khallq' w�re awar4ed-a gra,nt from the 
Naiional Endowment for tho Arte; t;o <.levelop thefr play, Yardl11rd'e> Vamp., whioh wae; e;ul;le;e­
'l,Uently produced at Atlanta'e; 50\'.en StR.gee; Theater. where Mr. Price fe;,currently playwright­
ln-ree;lat;nce. Hie; playe. Black Cst Bone.5 for !:i_even Som; and Cand-£> Theme, wer..e a.loo 
pro�uce(el st Seven St�gei,. 

In Atlanta, Mr. Price hae 11een on the Literary Re11lew Panel for th,e Georgia Council for the 
Arte, a i,osrd memlic:r of:the Atl�nta Media Proje�. s mem11;r of Aret World Writen; 
C611ectwe.�nd a11• aavlaory t,oa.rd mem1'er of the Third World FHm Fe6tlval. During the lae;t e;lx 
yi'aro, he ha0:pre'0ented over one· hundred pul1hc reading6 of poetry tn many different ve�uee;. 
He Is a ·current NEA �lter:atvre Fe(low and recently completed .a .new·play, Nilmee; and 
Nutnbere, The�re Three le proud to welcome Mr. Pr.ice se; lt6 honored guee;t for the. opening 
night performartce.C}f,Manch/la In Tlie Promiaea �.nd. 

rHEAUrHOR 

CLAUDE BROWN, Author of the t,eet-eelllng auto!,iography, Manchlld In The Promleed 
Land, wl,tch' wiii$. put?lia!,e.il In_ 1�65 � McMillan Pul11ishing, Company. The t?ook if! t.ne story of
Mr. Brown's life 1n Harlem and life in the ghetto during the 1940'0 ahd 1950'0. During that 
time }1e wa!!> a memver of the Harletti Bu·cuin�re gang and ls�r the F'orty,Thieve6,.an off­
shoot of the former g.ang wnich e;p'eciallzed In s�Jlng. H� wae 6ent � the-Wlltwyck. School, 
an lhe;tltution for emotlor;iilly dietur!,� and deprived t?�s anq l,i:1ter to Warwick Reflorm 
Scl\00L(thr�·t1me0). He ev�.ntu�lly moved t-0 a small loft apartmont ln Greenwich Yillige 
and, In an ¢ffort; tg. chan0e hie;, lif� style, completed his high e;chool education. Mr. Brown 
g�&uatet:t.from Howard lJnive�lty In 1965-ai:, well ae; gradu.lltlng fii:i>m Rutgere Law Schoql In 
the late 1960'0. 

Mr.·Bro.w.n f,egan work on Mal'lchlla ... In 1963 at1d eventually produce.ii the ffnlehed prci:fµct 
over .a two ye�r period. In 1976, h?'f'ulillehed The Chlldren of Ham. the etQry of a group of 
young t,lacks liVing1a e;·a family 'tn a-condemned Harlem tenen,ent. doing wh.il�er was 
necee;aa� u, eurvlv;;. · M;, Brown 16 ali;o the author of an e5�y. The·La�uaee of Soul, 
ortglnally publle;h�d In 1968 ln'Esqulre Magazln�; A renowned leGt-urer. he hae; appeared at 
over 40@ collogee an&! univere;ltlei; acroe;e; th'e Unl�d 5tatee. In additlc:m to, hie;. many awtirds 
he haa a.169 na.rro� a-cine-hsur PBS documentary, Crime fn AmeriCB, and i6'currently 
completing a,:nor1·flct1Qn work on vlole.nt cr.ime In America. Theatre Tliree le; proud to welcome 
Mr. BrbWtl ap·ita honored �ueet for the opening night l'etfortnan.ce of Manchlld In n,e 
Promised I.and. 



CAST PROFILES 

Vic AMOS (Youn9 Knoxlc,) hae; never been a part of any bie time play euch ae; Manchi/d In The Promie;ed 
Land, except for the time when he wae; a part of the Theatrical Star Club and did a play called Growing 
Up In Brick City, which had to do with black tt:enaeere erowine up in the Projecte;. 

RODNEY AYl:1!9 (Young Sonny), aee 9, le a Dallae; native an,:! currently attend& thi, Ettlc E. Toler School in 
Garland. Bce;t kriowrt for hie; double role (The 6alliff and Grct;ta) In The Witchei. On Trial, he 16 ale;o a 
member of Mllenolia C.M.E. and ll prevlou& participant In the We Are The World proeram: Hande; Acrose; 
America. Prevloue actlne credlu Include The Magic Well, The Fox and ThG Bunny (The Hunter). The Sun 
and The Moon. and The Lion al1d The R81111it. 

5A'MI CHEsnR (Johnny 0., 1111 �porlt1nced gan9•w di,grlUld from Slng·Sln9; t1t1rvt1t1 a• Sonny'• rMntor 
In th11 •chool of t1tn:6tllftl) Thimlc u'e; 2: The Creator. Ma and Pa Che5tcr a11d the Family Chee;Ur, Madieon 
- my love. my life. 4 ever. Debi Moore, Y vonne Wrleht. the famlly Small • we'll miae u Oad, Kim Daweon • u r 
the beet, HWA • 4 the patience and undcrstandlne, Andre DcShlclds, Red, 6oP Ra11 Sahdcre; • I ain't 
4eotl Molly Shcpam, T.A. Taylor. The Family Semon • welcome Paden ... the Variety Pak. Mlle0 Davie, Claude 
Brown ... Theatre Three ... and 2 u. El'ljoy. P.S. 4 Shirley Mcfatter. 

K. DANOR GEAAU> (Oanny, who mcm,• from 911ngeur to junkie and finally, put1h11r), now a third seme&ter 
5tudc:nt at KD Studio, hae attended Ouachita Baptle;t Unlvere;ity where he wa5 a rulpient of the Denni,;; 
Holt Orama Scholarehip. He: ha!) sppca�d In Rouge Et Nolr aa Jae;on 6/lmuole;, an orfelnal play 
perform eel at Old Waehlngton State Par\: In Arlcaneaa. You can aleo e;pot him at the DART Interactive 
Booth at the State Fair of1CXJ11:> Auto Show. 

811.1.v JONES (5onny. Thi& I& h.l& etory) �ume; to Theatre Three·,;; ats.ge havi1'1£1 prcvioue;ly appeared in 
Stri119tlean with Lcelic Uggama. He Jue;t completed Ain't Mletlehavln' for Csea Msnaffa. Mr. Jone& hae; 
performed on all of Oallai;' mainatsgee; and hold!l a 8achelore; Oeerce from Prairie View A & M Univere;ity. 
He la a foundine memPcr of the Vivid Theatu En&cml;,le. 

Liz PWZA KELI.EV (Judy, Sonny'iJ girlfriend • until her parente cut 1Jhort their 11uddlng romance) waa laet 
eecn ae; Winnie Ruth Judd In Theatre Three'i; production of Tiger La:dy. Other lZ> crlldits Include leabelle in 
The School For Huel1and5, Cccllee;' maid In The Imaginary Cuckold, 11na In A Small Family Bue;ineaa, and 
Emma Goldman In A5aaeeln!1. She recently appea�d In Tuml:>1/ng After, an intern project for the Oalla0 
Thc11tc:r Center and at Stage Wee;t ae; Marcela In A Houe;c Wl'th Two Ooora le Olfflcuft To Guard. 

FRANK MANUEL., JR. (Turlc, a tough, yet 1J1Jn&ltlvo gang mem/,er) attended Southem Univoreity from 1992· 
1993 and wae a mcmPtr of-the LaCumba P layere. He 15 currently s fourth 0emcater etudent at KD 
Studio Actor,;; Coneervstory of the Southwc0t. Hii; f11voritc role thue; far le; Charlee; Aaron5 In the play, 
Up The Oown Stalrca!lc!. 

RANOLE MICHML (Young Sonny) As a native of NYC. he 10 no atral'1fjer to the the� and made hi& .actine 
debut for the Dallae; Theater Center in A Chrii;tma,;; Carol. Ar, Whiley, he wae; directed P>' Akin 6aPatunde 
in Whllcy and the Ha./ryman. He appeared a0 Antonca Stewart In the telc:vi&!on 61:riee !n The Heat; Of the 
Night. Randle is currently a proud freshman a't the '-rte Maenct High School for the Performine ancf 
Vleual Arte. Ae most of ue;, he hae starred in many church plays. 

Ltz M1m (M,.., Brown. Sonny;, mother), 1T18klng her Theatre Three: dePut, was laet !!Ctn In Ain't 
Mi5Pehavin' at Caea On The Square. Dallas Theater Center credlu Include: A Chrle;tma, Carol, 
Muetard!lllcd in A Ml.:aummer N/ght'i; Dream. Eunice Hublicll in A St�ctcar Named Oe5ire, ani:I 
Sojourner Truth In Sojoumer. Rcelonal theater c�dlt5 Include Nun5ense (Live Oak Th�tcr. Austin) and 
Once On This la/and (Arlcansas Rep). She Is a member of the Vivid Theater Enecmble. 

JASON Mosav (Young Turk), aac 14. l!r a native Houstonlan and currently attend& Lakeview High School in 
Garland. He le a member of the Magnolia C.M.E. and was a participant In the We Are The World proeram: 
Hands Acro69 America. He received crltlcal acclaim for hie eolo performance in Dreams P>' Lan�ton 
Hughes and has ale;o appean::c:I In Shaker,peare'r, A Midsumrm:r Night'/) Oream ae Puck (Beet Actor for 

CAST PROFILES 

the City of Oallae Parks and Recreatione Di6trict-Exall Park), The World'9 A Stage, The Lion and The 
Ral11:>lt, and The Magic Well. 

THURMAN Mose (P.lpan11ck. dll'/fCtQr at' t/111 Wll�clc Sehool for l!JoytJ) has worked a6 an actor, director or 
playwrl0ht in theatrc:0 acroe;e; the country. Theatre Three acting credlta Include The Mi5ei Firecracker 
Conter,t, Eden Court. True Wee;t, The Wake of Jamey Fo5tc,; The Show-Off. Sem�oni. Grcetlng9, The 
Canterl:>ury Tale!l and Safety. He hae; directed Thca'trc Three productlone of A Smt!II Family Bueincsr, 
and Shadol'Jal1de; ('9:3f94 &es0on) and Tiger La&(y ('94/95 ecaeon). A& co-founder ofTht Leah Theatre, 
Mr. Mo55 produced and directed the production of Dario Fo'e We Won't Payl We Won't Pay/ and acted the 
role of Giovanni. He ale;o directed the premiere of ... And Mie5 Reardon Orinks A Lfttle. 

CoNNIE NELSON (Mr•. Moltn11,; Sonny;, dorm mothi,r) has appeared In over twenty Theatre Three 
produotlonr,. Locally. Me. Neleon has appeared with the Oallae Summer Mur,lcale;, Dallas Theater Center, 
5-tage 1, Shakeepcare In the Par\:, Staec Wc5t. and Casa Manai'la. New York 5taec appcarancc0 lnc.lude 
John Houecman'e Acting Company, Eneemble Studio Theatre's One-Act Pley Marathon and Off· 
Broadway 110 Wanda In Kenncdy'e Chlldnm. RtelonaJ theatre appearances inclu,;fc The: Guthrie Thcat�. 
Arens Staec and American Repertory Theater. M!l. Neleon i5 a recipient of tho Dalla5 Theater Critics 
Forum Awam for 8e&t Actrc55 and war, voted Beet Local Actre&e; P>' the Dallae Ob!lllrvcr. 

W1LUAM EAll. RAv (Mr. Brown, Sonny'• �t1r) who hae many dircctlne. film and telcvi0ion credit&. makc0 
hie dePut at Th�tre Thrco. Mr. Rey wae la9t 6CCn a5 Memphi,;; Lee In Two Trains Runnfnq (5taee Wcr,t). 
He: has worud for the Seattle Repertory Theatre, ACT-Seattle, The Group Theatre. Portland Black Rep. 
Orceon 5hake0peare Festival arid the Tacoma Actoro Guild. F11voritc rolcg lncluac Walter ( Raisin In t:he 
Sun), Brewmaeter (Ttie Audience), Boy WIiiie (Piano Le,e;on), and Paul Stanton (fraternity). 

JEANINE Roous (Sl•ter Rogeri,) hae; a BA. In Theatre Art& from 5outhwc:et Texas State University. She 
ha5 appeared In Anane;e, The Spider (Dalla!) Chlldren'e Theater). Reveal (Oallae Theater Center), and 
We6t Sido Story (Dallas Alliance Theater). Mr,. �oeere har, a profe9alonsl chlldren'9 theater company, 
JIil !n The Box Produotione;. 

JASON SMrTH (Knoxli,, • e//ek gan9 mem/,e,; tJVOlvlng from • 1Jnl111Jlln9Junlcle to• Muellm), POm in 
P ltwbureh, ha9 lived In Dallae eincc he war, eight. He hae numerous 1"8dlo. tclcvi0lon, theater and feature 
film credcntiale;, inoludin0 the role of Melvin in Univcroal 5tudio'e feature film, Dazed al1d Confused. 
Previous theater pcrformance0 Include A Soldler'e Play, Mr. Flanneryi. OcCBn and Oaddy'5 Ma,yl1e (Dallas 
Drama Comp.any). Thie le Jaeon'sfire;t time to work at Theatre Three. 

f'rosHA &mREY (Sugar; Sonny'tl fln,C; lovo ln�n,&t • al,w Mr: Brown;, "lady fr/1,nd") Is a eraauatc of SMU 
With a dout,le major In Theatre and African-American h!etcry. Staec crcdit6 Include Laura In Taml:>erlnee 
To Glory. Dorie in Barbershop. Verla in Gune;. RoptJ & Lies, ancl Annet.tll in When Effle Burle Pa seed. She, 
wai; last' 5Clln In N8Ce; ecaoon finale of Ur,50/vcd Mj'!jterle!J. Me;. Stcrey Is a found!ne mc,mPer of the 
Vivid Theater En6CmPle. 

MICHAEL WASHINGroN (Narrnor!Youn9 Claudt1 Brown) ii; very happy to Join the ca5t of Manchlld in thtJ 
PromltMd Land. He la a oophomore honor 0tudent at Shepton High School in Pia.no. Mr. Wae;hlneton haa 
Peen In television pilot5, and regional and national commerclale. Hia theatre credit& Include RchtJaroal 
For Murder; Count Oracula a11d The Wiza� of Oz. 

6uNT W1LSON (Lim PY, • ehadowy Junlcl11 ), sec 15, attends the Arw Mae net School in Dalla,. Thie is 
Brent'!i flre;t profceslonal acting .:!ol:>ut. put he hae appea�d in numerous school play0. B�nt'e; family 
and fricnd0 wish him luc;k. 

JOHNNY DEWAYNE W1M&REY (Pimp, Sonny'& younger t>rother), sec 19. fe; the younee&t of three broth.ere. He 
Just eraduaud from TrimPle Tech Hleh School In Fort Worth and now attend!J the KO Studio, worl(ine on 
hl0 aooociatci> deeree in actine. He'0 very excited to be making hlr, flre.t profee0lonal theater pcrfor· 
manc;e at Theatre Three. 



THE DIRECTVR 
AKIN BAeATUNDE, Director, ie; Founder and Artistic Director of Vivid 
Theater Ensemble. He most recently directed The Taming of the 
Shrew for the Dallas Shakespeare Festival. Hie; acting credits include 
The Cherry Orchard, A Chrie,tmae, Carol and Mie,e, Evere,' Boye (Dallas 
Theater Center). Most recently he played Troy in Fencee, at the 
Newstage in Jackson, MS, where, in January of 1995, he will direct 
Piano Lee,eon. 

Mr. Babatunde has directed extensively throughout the Southwest, 
including: Voicee Une,i/enced (Theatre Three), Bluee In The Night, 
Fencee (Dallas Repertory Theater), Sojourner Truth (Dallas Theater 
Center/Teen-Children's Theater), and Toae,t, Hunter, Of Gune, Ropee, 
and Liee, and Tambourinee, To Glory (Vivid Theater Ensemble). 

Akin serves on several boards of directors for various arts organiza­
tions and was recently appointed to the boards of directors for 
Booker T. Washington Arts Magnet High School and the Dallas 
Theater League. He currently teaches acting at KD Studio. Manchild 
In The Promieed Land is dedicated to the spirit of his Uncle Bo 
(Carlton Allen 11), a product of Wiltwyck. 

VIVID fHEATER ENSEMBLE 

In the past several years, attempts have been made to form theater 
companies in Dallas to present African-American dramas. While each of

these companies has attempted to meet the widely recognized demand for 
a professional African-American acting company, none has managed to

sustain a long life or a high profile. 

In the summer of 1990, Akin Babatunde, a respected actor and director in 
the Dallas community, saw an opportunity to create a professional 
ensemble of African-American actors. Initially, the small group met in 
Babatunde's apartment to read and rehearse plays. Out of these meetings, 
and with the support of the Dallas Theater Center, the Vivid Theater 
Ensemble was formed. Babatunde and the company members remain 
dedicated to a three-fold mission: to educate actors, playwrights and other 
theatrical personnel through workshops and seminars: to enrich the cultural 
life of the Dallas community through touring and outreach: and, to enlighten 
and entertain through full productions of plays dealing with the African­
American perspective as well as that of other minorities. 

THE PRODUCERS 

JAc ALDER, Executive Producer and Set De5lgner for Manchild ... , ie 
the Executive Producer-Director of Theatre Three. He i6 proud to t:,e a55ociated 
with thi6 development of a new atage work on the African American experience, a 
apecial peraonal intere6t he moat recently explored a5 the producer of Lanie 
Rol:,ertaon'a l:,iographical play on the young Ethel Water6, Stringbean. Mr. Alder 
purauea a vuay achedule of teaching, directing and deeigning aa well aa 1:,eing 
Theatre Three'a chief adminiatrator. Hi6 next aaeignment at Theatre Three ia 
directing The Froga. lta compoeer-lyriciat, Stephen Sondheim, will viait Theatre 
Three during the play'5 run (courteay of SMU'e Meadowa Award Activitiee Commit­
tee) and Mr. Alder will moderate a queation and anewer aeaaion vetween theatre 

profeaaionale and the celebrated Mr. Sondheim. 

MICHAEL SKIPPER, Co-Producer, haa veen involved in virtually every aapect of

theatre and film, from directing and acting to development and financing. He 
recently aerved aa co-executive producer on the Paul Rudnick film, Jeffrey, to 1:,e 
releaaed thie Spring. Mr. Skipper waa aleo inetrumental in helping mount the 
amaah hit revival of Damn Yankeea on Broadway. A native of Fort Worth, he livee 
there with hie wife, Anne, and hie two children, Graham and Emily. Mr. Skipper'e 
relationahip with Buzz Hirach and Tom Stovall began in Loe Angelea in the early 
'60'0. After completion of Silkwood, Buzz and Tom teamed with Mike in the forma­
tion of a film development company, Calliope Productione, which developa ecreen­
playa for motion picture releaee. The film of Manchild In The Promiaed Land ie 
currently in development with Spike Lee'a production company, Forty Acree and a 
Mule, in aaeociation with Univereal Studioe. 

Buzz HIRSCH, Co-Producer, developed, packaged and co-produced Silkwood, 
which etarred Meryl Streep, Cher and Kurt Ru00ell and waa directed t:,y Mike 
Nichole. Silkwood wae nominated for five Academy Awarda and five Golden Globe 
Awarda including Beat Picture. Hirach ia in co-production with Mr. Skipper. Tom 
Stovall and Spike Lee of an adaptation of Claude Brown'a claaaic autobiography 
about life in Harlem, Manchild In The Promiaed Land. He ia currently full time viaiting 
profeaaor in the performing arte department at Waehington Univeraity in St. Louie, 
MO. 

TOM STOVALL, Co-Producer, hae an exteneive and pre5tigioue career in ballet an 
theatre. He and Buzz Hirach are currently producera of the feature film, Ca/do 
Largo, to be directed t:,y Dennie Hopper (Eaay Rider; Colora), atarring Tom Berringer 
(Platoon) and Angelica Huaton (Prizzi'$ Honor), acheduled for production in Auguet, 
1995, in Brownaville, Texaa and Matamoroa, Mexico. He ia alao joining Mike Skipper 
and Buzz Hirach in 1:,ringing Manchild In The Promiaed Land to film. 



VIVIO THEATER ENSEM8LE BOARO OF OIRECTORS 

Akin 6al,atunde 

Akin Babatunde 
Dwayne Dancer 
Donna Gantt 

Janet Johnson 
Dr. Vercia Lindsay Lacy 

Marian A. Lacour 
John Moning 

Erin Wysong Reina 
Ron Robinson 

Yvette Robine;on 

VIVID THEATER ENSEMBLE STAFF

Artie;tic Director and Founder 
5aroya Anderson 

Managing Director 

John Gel,ron 

Assistant to Mr. Babatunde 
Felicia Anderson 

Adminie;trative Consultant 

TECHNICAL STAFF for MANCHILD ... 
VERN McKINNEY, Ttrchnlcal Dln,ctor, i5 in hi5 fourth 5eaeon at Theatre Three. A graduate of Angelo State 
Univeralty, Mr. McKinney ha5 acted, dlr-ected and de5lgntid numerou5 ehowi;. Ae an actor, ht wa5 la5t eeen 
at Three Below In Mamet, Dammit/ Hfe moet recel'lt design work include5 8x10, Vital Sigrte, H.M.S. Pinafore 
and Into The Wood5. He ha5 directed The Woode, Sexual Perveroity In Chicago, No Sex P lea5e ... We're Briti5h, 
and Grandma Duck 15 Dead. 

ROIi= G. McV>,Y, Lighting DMlgner. Rol:>ert Ji; plea5ed to t>e worl:lng again with Akin (for whom he designed 
light5 at the Shake5peare Featlval of Dall.as last aummer) and at Theatre Three (where he wae A5e;lstant 
Technical Director and Lightin!3 De51gner a few i;eaoon5 ago). Thank5, Verni 

DEDRA W"5HINGTON, Coetume Dtrelgntrr, formerly of New York City, i5 a re5pected free-lance costumer In the 
Dalla5 area. Her moet recent project wa5 for the Addi5on Theater production of The Lion and The Jewel. 
She i5 pleaeed to l>e Joining Theatre Three for Manchild ... . 

G,o,e�1ELLE SuzET'I'! WEST, Sound Deelgntrr, has appeared in Theatre Three production5 of Little Shop of Hor­
roro, For Colored Glr/e ... , Strider and Working. St.age and film credite include Nun5eneie, World Goe5 Rourtd, 
Mide;ummer Nlght:'5 Dream and a5 ltad 5inger In Leap Of Faith with Steve Martin. Gal>rielle is the morning 
mu51c peraonallty on KERA 90.1. She perform5 original mu5ic in varloua D/FW venues and is a meml>e,· of
the local Jazz trio, In The Mood. 

PA.ULA Mo�ELAH, Chomogf'Bpher, iei re5ident choreographer at Garland Civic Theater. She hold5 a BFA from 
Texae Chrl5tlan Unlvcr5ity and ha5 studied with Nathalia Kra5sov0ka. Victor Moreno and Fernando 
Schafftnl7urg. Clti11g numeroue choreogrspher credita, i;he has sl5o worked with Theatre Three'& produc­
tion of A funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum. She ha5 completed two original work& with Akin 
Bal:>atunae: Reveal ana Son11 Urt-Told. Her next choreography projec;;t will l:>e A Concert: Evtrtlrtg of Musical 
Theatre (Stage Productlone) and Nuneiert5e II (GCT). 

THEATRE THREE BOARO OF DIRECTORS 

Lloyd W. Kitc;hene, Jr., M.D., Chairman 

Jae Alder& 
Norma Young 

Greg Ballew 
Bill Cathey & 

Barbara Yount 
Annie Biggs 
Lexon Cole

Dale & Claire Cunningham 
Scott Dille 
Nancy Duncan 

(TACA Liaison) 
Judy Fong 
Carolyn Gilbert 
Carleen Hardin 
David & Cherry Haymes 

Ed & Rosie Hughes 
(Chairmen Emeritue;) 

Jack Lewis 
(Cultural Affaire; Liaie;on) 

David Lopez 
David G. Luther, Jr. 
Malcolm Mace 

Sally Maxson 
Bill & Elya Naxon 
Elizabeth Rivera 
Nancy Snyder 

(The 500, Inc. Liaie;on) 
May Tweed

5eEC IAL. NOTES ABOUT THEATR&TH�EE 

Even before the Civil Rights legislation of the early '60\;, Theatre Three 
began championing the work of African American actors, writers, directors 
and musicians. Theatre Three has introduced Dallas to imminent black 
playwrights like August Wilson (whose play!.?, Ma Ralney's Black Bottom, Joe 
Turners Come and Gone and The Piano Lesson, received Southwestern 
premieres here); Ntzake Shange (For Colored Girls ... ); and, Ossie David 
(F'urlle Victorious and the book for the subsequent musical, Purlle). Theatre 
Three staged the world premiere of Stringbean, which starred Leslie 
Uggam5, a play-with-musfc biography of the young Ethel Water5 (written by 
Lanie Robertson, author of Lady Day at the Emereon Bar and Gri/0, 

Because Dallas is the home of so many superbly talented black performers, 
those artists have been featured at Theatre Three is numerous "non­
traditional" roles as well. In addition, Theatre Three has had previous joint 
ventures with Dallas Black Dance Theatre, with Houston's Ensemble Theatre, 
and with New Arts Six (with whom it will co-produce Langston Hughes' Black 
Nativity this December). Theatre Three is proud to join with the Vivid 
Theater Ensemble for this latest joint venture. 



tHANK5 

'· . 

Tne .Quadrangle; The Hampstead Group; Lee Data Mail; John 
Haynsworth Photography. (Connie). The McMillan Publishim.g tornpa11y, 
ptJbllshers:of Claude Brow11's Manchild In The Promised Land, which is 

'?vailable In all branch lo6atioi1s of the Ballas Public Library. 

Special thanks to Ken T.hornhill, Acto.r's Equity, Los Angel(::s, CA; 
Eliud Cab.'rera, Desktop Publishing Coo'rdinator. Mark S. Widene;:r, 

��stom f?-rit:1tihg and the re.S:t of'the gang at K!inkds/Oak Lawn; Pro-­
Line (Comer Cortrell and Georgia); Reverchon Recreational Center 
(Joe Cokes); Garvyn Anderson a11d John Gebron '(Dallas Theater 

Center); Addison Theater Center� Arts Magnet High ScHo6J (Ne�ra 
Jam�.�); Wemdy eyers, Patrl9� Amos .:':Ind D0:nt1a Kress. 

A Note To Our Patrons: 

R�gular dono.rs to Theatre Thret:1 45 well as new Pnoehlx Fund 
Gampaign do11or� WIii be li6ted in The Frogs program. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

' I 

-Pheatre Thr�� is 5Up.parted, in part, � fuhds from the C\ty of Dallas 

(Office of Cultural Affairs as recommended by the City'5. Cultural
Affairs co·mmission ahc:l approved by the Dallas Cit.y Council); the 

• I • 

Te�� Comml.ssion 611 the Arts; The 500, Inc.; TACA; The Dalla6
Morning News; WFAA{Channel 8; the Mob,il Fqundation; and Exxo.n.

THeatre. 'fhree. ls a repository for memorial funds as well �e cari:ying
fo�ard it's t.apltal campaign. Ple,ase con.tac.t the .Admlnlstrat,ive 

Office (214-871-2933) for further i11farm&1tio11. 

SP ECIAL PROJECT FUNDING 

Mr6. Peter O'Donnell (Edith); Natura Gafe 
I Michael Skipper 

BUILDING FOR NEW REALITIES CAPITAL CAMPAIGN: 

The .'Communit)es Foundation ofTexas; 
The Hoblitzelle Foundation 




